Carcinoma of the breast.
In the present stage of our knowledge, it is evident that radiation therapy as a primry form of potentially curable treatment is a valid alternative to radical surgical extirpation. It offers women with early carcinoma of the breast the opportunity to avoid a serious cosmetic, functional and psychologic problem with no increased risk in terms of survival or local control of the neoplasm. The physician faced with such a patient need no longer believe that the woman who refuses mastectomy is automatically electing some inferior course. It is hoped that the demands of the modern American woman will force an appropriate clinical trial to define and evaluate fully the role of radiation therapy as definitive treatment in carcinoma of the breast. Until that occurs, we can do no less than knowledgeably assist patients un making their therapeutic decisions.